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Present: Lily An-Kim, David Kirk Beedon, Julie Beedon, Jason Clare Boyd (Secretary), Susy 
Brouard, Alfred Richard Brunsdon, Patricia Butt, Helen Cameron, Heather Card, Marian 
Carter, Qianhong Chen, Gregory Clifton-Smith, Anne Codd, Susie Collingridge, Anna 
Creedon, Eleanor Cronin, John P. Falcone, David Ford, Owen Griffiths, Delroy Hall, Tessa 
Henry-Robinson, Omari Hutchinson, Gordon James, Alison Le Cornu, Andrew K. Lee, 
Julie Lunn, David Lyall, Peter Mackriell, Bob Mayo, Monica McArdle, Colin Nanton, Angus 
Paddison, Stephen Pattison, David Read, Anthony Reddie, Stephen Roberts, Andrew 
Rogers (Vice-Chair), Nigel Rooms, Anna Elizabeth Ruddick, Catherine Sexton, Vera Sinton, 
Victoria Slater, Nicola Slee, Graeme Smith, Helen Stimpson, Eric Stoddart, Lina Toth, Roger 
Tucker, Léon Van Ommen, Clare Watkins (Chair), Margaret Whipp, Jerre Stockton Williams, 
David Wise, Alison Woolley, Saiyyidah Zaidi, Phil C Zylla

1. Apologies were received from: Mark Bennet, Sally Buck, Keith Elford, Anne Holmes, 
Jim McManus, Wanda Neary, Elisabeth Storrs and others. Clare Watkins indicated she 
had the list of apologies and would make them available.

2. Welcome

3. Minutes of 2016 ABM on 14.7.16: Change on page 5: ‘surplus’ to be replaced  
by ‘reserve’.

4. Matters arising: None.

5. Reports

a) Chair: CW spoke about the question of increasing diversity in the BIAPT 
membership. How can we enable BIAPT to become a better home for those who 
may not feel comfortable/at home within BIAPT? 

 Action: CW and AR will arrange a ‘Listening Lunch’ to explore inclusion and 
diversity with the current membership. Committee is to support CW in this. 

b) Treasurer’s Report (circulated in advance): In Mark Bennet’s absence, CW and 
AR commented on the report stating that there was a healthy financial position.  
The committee will be looking at ways to invest funds in furthering BIAPT’s aims 
and objectives. 

 A discussion followed during which a number of questions were asked and points 
were made:

n  Nigel Rooms noted that there was a £7000 profit from the 2016 Conference in 
Limerick. Should we budget for ‘abundance’ and reduce costs to conference 
participants?

Minutes of The BIAPT  
Annual Business Meeting 2017 
Held at St Mary’s University, Twickenham 12 July 2017

Agenda
1.  Apologies

2.  Welcome

3.  Minutes of ABM 12 July 2017

4.  Matters arising

5.  Reports: Chair, Treasurer, Membership, Local Groups / 
Special Interest Groups and Practical Theology journal 
– circulated ahead of the ABM. There will be a brief 
opportunity to raise questions at this point in the meeting.

  Formal acceptance of accounts / Treasurer’s Report

6.  Proposal for BIAPT to become a Charity (see Constitution 
page on website)

7.  Conference 2019 matters:  special arrangements for 
Anniversary Conference

8.  Membership report – reception of new members

9.  Election of new Committee members (Special Interest 
Group co-ordinator / IT lead needed)

10.  CLOSE OF ABM – with Chair’s thanks
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n  Julie Beedon suggested introducing a ‘new to the field’ offer for first time 
conference participants. Those nearing the end of their research or having just 
completed could be invited and have their conference fee covered as a one off. 

n  Nicola Slee asked for a review of reduced rates for students as well as the 
bursary system. Monica McArdle pointed out that the current process for 
applying for a bursary required a recommendation from an existing member. 
This was difficult for those who were on the outside of BIAPT and did not have 
connections.

n  Alison Woolley suggested that BIAPT needed to publicise and promote 
bursaries, making clear the process involved.

n  Tricia Butt suggested that BIAPT resources could be utilised in sponsoring 
overseas conference participants.

c) Membership Report (circulated in advance): Membership is healthy. CW did 
comment that the committee continued to be concerned about the revolving door. 
Why did members joining as students let their membership go once completed? 
Efforts to follow up asking for reasons had not received responses.

d) SIGs – It was noted that whilst the SIG in London was no longer active, SIGs in the 
Northwest of England and in Ireland were flourishing and active.

e) Practical Theology Journal. NR said there was nothing further to add to his report.

f) Financial report was proposed by Stephen Pattison and unanimously accepted. 

At this point in the meeting CW relinquished the Chair to Andrew Rogers.

6. Update on JATE (Journal for Adult Theological Education)

 John Falcone and Stephen Pattison reported that JATE had ceased publication due to 
lack of subscriptions. After a meeting with JATE editorial board members and BIAPT 
leaders, the publishers approached the Contact Trustees of Practical Theology and 
offered to enable back issues of JATE to be made available providing that Practical 
Theology published a 5th, education-themed issue during the year. This is at no 
increased cost to BIAPT members. 

 Alison Le Cornu commended this direction. 

 There was a discussion during which a number of questions were raised that could  
not be answered because they still had to be resolved. Some of those questions/
comments were:

 Will JATE continue as a name? Nigel Rooms expressed the hope that it would continue 
within the Practical Theology title.

 Alison Le Cornu asked where the JATE money exists within the accounts. She thought 
it may be £1000. This financial transfer must be honoured within BIAPT.

 The Contact Trustees will review the publishers’ offer and come a decision in the next 
few months. 

 Action: MB will respond to ALC’s query and give an account of where the JATE 
money is within BIAPT resources.

7. Conference 2018 and onwards

 2018: To be held at the University of Warwick from 10-12 July. Theme: Person and 
Practice in Practical Theology. Considering issues such as How do we form people? 
(e.g. – character/virtue/habit). One of the keynote speakers will be Dr Clare Watkins.

 2019: This marks 25 years of BIAPT. This will require substantial forward planning. 
The committee is considering the idea of a Monday to Thursday Conference with the 
Monday being stand alone and perhaps open to a wider audience.

 John Falcone highlighted that the Association of Practical Theology (USA) is presenting 
a panel on “Practical Theology, Bodily (Im)proprieties, Mobilizing Resistance” at the 
American Academy of Religion / Society of Biblical Literature annual meeting (18–21 
Nov 2017, Boston, USA). The theme for the APT biennial meeting (13–15 April 2018, 
Yale University) is “Making Justice: Practical Theology, the Arts, and Transformation;” a 
call for papers will be posted in September. 

 Jason Boyd reported that he has been working on the logistics of ‘live-streaming’ and 
recording of sessions for BIAPT conferences. He has received advice and thinks that 
for this to be done well we will need to employ a specialist group to do this for us. 
Saiyyidah Zaidi and Julie Beedon have experience of this and volunteered to assist JB. 
The ABM was in favour of moving this forward.

 Action: JB is to liaise with SZ and JulieB to put a firm proposal to the committee.

 The desire was expressed that all papers from the conference (Keynote and parallel 
sessions) should be made available for BIAPT members.

 Action: Committee

 A call was made for the BIAPT website to be updated. It is very dated in its appearance 
and function.

8. Five Year Strategy

 An extensive discussion took place. The following points were among many raised:

n  Could the committee consider re-naming BIAPT to reflect its international scope?

n  If BIAPT became international, we would have to consider holding conferences all 
over the world. Is this something we would want to do, risking the active British and 
Irish membership?

n  The point was made that BIAPT should encourage associations to be set up 
in different countries and regions (e.g. Hong Kong association of Practical 
Theologians).

n  It was suggested that ‘religions’ should be added to the first strategy point. The 
committee had considered this and would continue to do so. A show of hands 
was taken to see whether the inclusion of religions should be considered by the 
committee. 8 abstentions were noted and the remainder were in favour.
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Mrs Lily An-Kim
Mr L Hunter B Daggett
The Rev’d Ally Barrett
Mr Bernard Barrett
Mrs Julie Beedon
Mrs Heather Card
Mr Kwok Fong Joseph Chan
The Revd Christopher Collins
Dr Joanne Cox-Darling
Mrs Anna Creedon
Mrs Eleanor Cronin
Ms Anne Davies
The Rev’d Elizabeth Jane Davies
The Revd Dr Joan DeVries
Mrs Renée Dilworth
Mr Donal Dorr
Dr Anne Dyer
Dr David Ford
The Revd Ray Gaston
The Revd David Gillard
Dr Jill Gowdie
The Revd Kevin Graham
Mrs Jane Graystone
Bishop Dr Delroy Hall
The Revd Diana Hall
The Revd KG Hawley
Mrs Tessa Henry-Robinson
The Revd Steve Hollinghurst
Mrs Janet Howden
Mr Omari Hutchinson
Ms Verna Hutchinson-Toler
Dr Ken Jeffrey
Mrs Sarah Jenkins
The Revd Chris Jowett
Dr Chi Hing Kee
The Revd Andrew K. Lee

Mrs Chloe Lynch
The Revd Dr Alan Macgregor
The Revd Dr Sarah McClelland
Mrs Jacqueline Metcalfe
Mr John David Mark Miskimmin
Dr John Moxon
The Revd Colin Nanton
Mrs Anne-Marie Naylor
Mr Gary David Noonan
The Revd Sam Norton
The Revd Tim Novis
The Revd Simeon Oladokun
Mrs Tina Parry-Thomas
The Revd Bruce Pierce
Professor Anthony Reddie
Dr Leah Robinson
The Revd Simon Robinson
Mr Nimilote Rokotoro
Ms Sally Rush
Mrs Gill Sakakini
The Revd Jason St John Nicolle
Mr Dave Steell
Dr Helen Stimpson
The Revd Dr Roger Tucker
Dr Christopher Turner
The Revd Elaine Turner
Dr Léon Van Ommen
Dr Philip Andrew Watson
The Revd Dr Rhonda White
Dr Bethan Willis
Dr Barry Wilson
The Revd David Wise
The Rev’d Peter, Yuk Chee Wong
Mr Xiangyu Xiao
The Revd Dan Yarnell
Ms Saiyyidah Zaidi 

9. Membership report

 New members (see below) were read out. New members present were asked to stand 
and welcomed with applause.

10. Election of New Committee Members:

 The following nominations had been received and were nominated and accepted:

n  Nicola Slee for Vice-Chair: nominated by Clare Watkins and seconded by Julie 
Lunn. All were in favour.

n  Daniel Nuzum for Conference Secretary: nominated by Gregory Clifton-Smith and 
seconded by Alison Woolley.

n  Monica McCardle for Student Representative: nominated by Stephen Pattison and 
seconded by Catherine Sexton.

n  Susie Brouard for Committee Member: nominated by Helen Cameron and seconded 
by Stephen Pattison

n  Julie Lunn for Committee Member: nominated by Anthony Reddie and seconded by 
Alison Le Cornu

n  Owen Griffiths for Committee Member: nominated by Jason Boyd and seconded by 
Stephen Pattison

11 Close of ABM
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2017 Reports  
circulated in advance 
of the 2017 ABM 

Chair’s Report
As your reading of the reports from 
Special Interest Groups, the Treasurer, our 
Administrator, and Student Representative 
will have made clear, this year has been 
another encouraging time for BIAPT. 
Regional meetings and events have 
continued, and membership seems to be 
steadily growing. As Chair I would like, 
before anything else, to thank all of you 
who, in various ways, contribute to the 
learning and laughing community that is 
BIAPT. I have worked with a wonderful 
Committee, to whom our special thanks 
is due; as it is, in a particular way, to 
our Administrator, Eve West, and our 
webmaster Brian Davis. Nothing much 
could happen without these people!

It is not the task of the Chair’s Report to 
repeat what has been recorded elsewhere. 
One thing that was significant this year 
was the SWOT analysis of last year’s 
conference and the Committee’s reflection 
on the results. In response to what you told 
us about BIAPT and its place in practical 
theology there, we have drawn up a Draft 
Five Year Strategy for discussion at this 
year’s ABM. We hope that this exercise 
will enable us to work in effective and 
strategically-focused ways in the coming 
years. In particular, I hope that this exercise 
will deepen our conversation together as 
an Association and enable an ever-more 
shared and dynamic ‘ownership’ of our 
work and initiatives.

A particular question that arose for us – not 
unrelated to this year’s conference theme – 
was that of the diversity and inclusivity (or 
not) of BIAPT. Whilst it is happily the case 

this intervention will see a way forward for 
the JATE tradition, and ensure the easy 
availability of its work to date.

This is my last year as Chair. I will be 
handing over to Andrew Rogers at this 
year’s Conference after four years in the 
role. For me it has been a time of great 
privilege in getting to know and speak with 
some gifted and committed members, 
whose work in this fascinating field fills 
me with hope for our future. It has also 
led me into clearer and more careful 
reflection on ‘practical theology’ – coming 
to it, as I do, as a systematic theologian 
and ecclesiologist who somewhat 
accidentally found herself in this kind of 
work. But what brought me to practical 
theology is actually what makes BIAPT the 
extraordinary gathering it is: a real love of 
people in ordinary, in their reality; and the 
conviction that we distort our theological 
understanding unless we attend to these 
lives of practices. I wish you all well in this 
attentiveness to the Spirit ‘in ordinary’, and 
thank you for the chance to work with you 
as Chair over these years. I look forward to 
continuing our conversations for many years 
to come.

Clare Watkins, outgoing Chair of BIAPT, 
June 2017

Treasurer’s Presentation of 
Accounts (see pp16-17)

Membership Report
The key points of my introduction from 
previous years’ reports continue to hold 
true: BIAPT members are of all ages 
and from all walks of life, representing a 
cross-section of the ecumenical spectrum 
and, increasingly, from many parts of 
the world. The delegates at our Annual 
Conference – once again around a third 
of the current membership – are a good 
representation of BIAPT’s increasing 
diversity. This is something upon which 
we will seek to build in the coming years. 

that our ecumenical profile is developing 
(although with some significant lacks still), it 
is also the case that we have yet to engage 
with practical theologians who may be 
working from non-Christian traditions, or 
from no faith community. We also remain a 
remarkably white membership, which, at a 
time of considerable growth among black-led 
and black majority churches in these nations, 
is something of a concern. There are, of 
course, no easy fixes for these products 
of our histories and contexts. However, as 
a first step, we will be hosting a ‘Listening 
Lunch’ in the Autumn for those who might 
feel they wouldn’t quite fit in at BIAPT for 
whatever reason. If you are such a person 
or – in particular – if you know someone 
who ‘should’ be a BIAPT member but feels 
in some way put off, do email chair@biapt.
org for an invitation. More information will be 
emailed round soon.

Another significant event, which will also be 
discussed at this year’s ABM, is the change 
to JATE (the Journal for Adult Theological 
Education), when, in the Spring, the publisher 
Taylor and Francis announced that they no 
longer thought the journal viable and were 
ceasing publication. Whilst JATE is not a 
BIAPT project as such, a long affiliation with 
the journal, and our own Association’s clear 
involvement with theological education, led 
to Committee members and the Practical 
Theology Editor, meeting with T&F to explore 
what kind of future might be developed for 
JATE in another way. Whilst these matters 
are still under discussion, and will be a matter 
at the ABM, it has been important for us 
as an Association to be able to represent 
the concerns of practical theology more 
widely in this way. We very much hope that 

There are some common denominators: 
many are ordained, and/or serving in a 
pastoral capacity; many are involved in the 
academic world, as students or teachers; 
all are united in their commitment to the 
field of practical theology.

Paid-up membership for 2017 currently (as of 
9.6.17) stands at a heartening 330, compared 
with 311 this time last year, and 290 this time 
in 2015. By the end of 2016, there were 329 
paid-up Members so we have matched last 
year’s membership just over 5 months into 
2017, with the prospect of late renewals and 
new members joining at the start of the UK 
academic year from September. 38 (slightly 
more than 10%) of current members have 
joined since January this year. It seems clear 
that BIAPT continues to offer people the 
kinds of opportunity and networks that so 
many in the academy of practical theology 
and ‘on the ground’ look for.

The total number of member records, past 
and present, is 640 so the ‘revolving door’ 
of retention and recruitment continues. 
Some of the explanations for this remain 
as cited in previous years: a significant 
student body – approximately 1/3rd of 

But what brought me 
to practical theology is 
actually what makes BIAPT 
the extraordinary gathering 
it is: a real love of people in 
ordinary, in their reality; 
and the conviction that 
we distort our theological 
understanding unless we 
attend to these lives  
of practices.

“

”
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our membership – who join during their 
courses but perhaps don’t continue 
once qualified; people who join or renew 
during a year when they wish to attend 
the Conference, attracted by its theme 
converging with their particular interest 
area; members retiring from active 
engagement in the field and/or finding a 
need to reduce their intellectual and/or 
financial commitments.

Thanks are due to Brian Davis, the  
BIAPT webmaster, who so efficiently 
supports me, the committee and the 
membership. The online systems he 
creates and oversees facilitate new 
membership and renewals, conference 
bookings and paper submissions, 
mailing lists for the journal distribution 
– all of which significantly facilitate the 
administrative work of the organisation.

Eve West, BIAPT Administrator

Special Interest Groups

Bible
We continue to meet at conference each 
year to engage with recent work relating 
the Bible and Practical Theology.

Andrew Rogers, Bible SIG convenor

Public Theology
There has been no meeting of this group 
since May 2016. However, Professor 
Graeme Smith, Public Theology Group 
Convenor will be hosting an informal 
meeting during the Conference for those 
who will to get together and discuss ideas 
for future conferences or other activity.

Chaplaincy
This group is currently in abeyance with no 
activity to report. If any BIAPT members are 
interested in meeting up, either regularly or 
to organise occasional or one-off events, 
please do contact the Committee via 
admin@biapt.org

Mission Studies
Our main activity this year was a day 
conference for 40+ participants at The 
Queen’s Foundation in Birmingham. (It would 
have been more people but for a WWII bomb 
under the A38!). We invited a missiologist 
and ‘practitioner-academic’ Prof Stefan 
Paas to speak to our theme of “Christian 
Mission in Post-Christian Cultures” out of his 
experience of the (very) secular context of 
Amsterdam where he is regularly contacted 
by ‘missionaries’ wanting to plant churches 
in such a notorious ‘pagan’ place. He takes 
an ‘exile/diaspora’ motif for Christian mission 
today and explicated this in many theoretical 
and practical ways. The conference also 
attracted five other papers on the theme 
which ranged from transgender liturgies to 
street preaching via new ways of  
being church.

There was also a great partnership formed 
with Queens (which in turn is partnered 
with one of Stefan’s locations in “VU” in 
the Netherlands https://www.vu.nl/en/) and 
we had some good conversations about 
what might be next (and developed our 
mailing list). We hope to develop one or 
even perhaps two such events next year. 

We’ll discuss these and other matters at our 
Mission Studies SIG at the conference to 
which everyone interested is welcome.

The Revd Canon Dr Nigel Rooms, Mission 
Studies SIG convenor

BIAPT Doctoral Students
Student membership: BIAPT currently 
[as of May 25th 2016] has 105 student 
members, one third of the total current 
membership of 327. Of these, 80% are 
studying at Doctoral level, less than 
0.5% are ordinands, and the remainder 
are studying at doctoral level. These 
proportions have remained constant since 
at least 2014. Of the 83 students who are 
studying for doctorates, about 40% are 
engaged in PhDs and 60% in Professional 
Doctorates or DPTs. 38 different academic 
institutions are represented and whilst 
the larger numbers continue to be based 
at Chester (15) and the Cambridge 
Theological Federation/Anglia Ruskin 
University (22). We have student members 
based in Hong Kong, Canada, Ireland, 
Australia and South Africa.

The BIAPT Student Day Conference 
2017: The fifth annual BIAPT Student 
Day Conference took place at Queen’s 
Theological College in Birmingham and 
attracted a similar number of delegates 
as in previous years – around 23 – despite 
a popular keynote like Professor John 
Swinton. We had slightly fewer papers 
offered – only 8 – so that we only offered 
two streams of papers. Nonetheless, the 
feedback received demonstrates that 
student members still appreciate BIAPT 
continuing to offer the opportunity to 
present early-stage research in their own 
conference space.

The day began with a presentation by 
Professor John Swinton with the title 
of: What’s love got to do with it? Some 
practical theological reflections on the use 
of the different kinds of knowledge for the 
purposes of Divine love. John began the 

presentation by posing the question of 
whether PT is confessional or scientific 
i.e. is it something we use to look at 
others (empiricism), or something that 
we ourselves inhabit. He suggested that 
this ‘living in’ offers us a rather different 
hermeneutic and a contemplative way 
of engaging with and participating in 
that which is God, describing Practical 
Theology as ‘mission’. He also proposed 
that Practical Theology asks of Systematic 
Theology the ‘so what’ question: what 
does this look like in everyday lives and 
holds other theologians to account in 
this respect. In the afternoon session, 
eight students at different stages in their 
research presented work-in-progress 
papers, giving five other delegates the 
opportunity to chair the presentations and 
subsequent discussions. Papers addressed 
a wide range of issues: The papers were of 
a very high quality, very well received and 
occasioned lively discussion.

Those who contributed to the conference 
by presenting or chairing felt it had been 
a really useful learning experience - an 
opportunity to gather with other practical 
theology students, especially for those 
who are not enrolled in Dprof/DPT 
courses which meet in cohorts. There 
was unanimous agreement that delegates 
would like the student day conference to 
continue each year and appreciation for 
the support that BIAPT offers to enable the 
conference to happen.

From the point of view of finances, 
the conference generated an income 
of £501, as against an expenditure of 
£643 The conference therefore has 
been underwritten by a small subsidy of 
£142.10, which is almost double that of 
last year from BIAPT funds, for which we 
are grateful. However, those of you with 
financial brains, may recognise that this is 
almost double the amount subsidised last 
year, which was £75.60. This is attributable 
to a number of things including the speaker 
fee and a slight rise in costs at Queens.

Our main activity this year 
was a day conference for 
40+ participants at The 
Queen’s Foundation in 
Birmingham. (It would have 
been more people but for a 
WWII bomb under the A38!). 

“

”
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The success of the day is largely down 
to students offering to present work-in-
progress papers so, if you work alongside, 
or are a student, do encourage others to 
come along and present next year. On 
that note, a big thank you to our speaker, 
Professor John Swinton, those who 
presented papers and chaired sessions, 
and all who attended.

And finally, some comments from 
delegates to encourage others to attend:

“It was my first conference and I 
have really enjoyed it and found it  

both stimulating and helpful”

“Loved the setting and the 
collegiality of the group”

“Really interesting presentations 
which generated some good 
questions and conversation”

“This is the first one of these 
I have been to – I wish I had 

come to more” “Really helpful in 
building a sense of researching 

community”

“The presentations – relevant, 
engaging – useful to hear others’ 
experience – great discussion – 

lots to think about”

“I was presenting – a really good 
space in which to have a go at 

presenting”

“Very encouraging group to 
present to”

“This was my last student day and 
I am glad to have been able to 

come. I would encourage others 
to attend and present at them”

I am about to finish my three year term as 
Student Representative for BIAPT. It has 
been hugely enjoyable, and I have learnt 
much from my fellow students and from 
being part of the BIAPT Committee – I 
would highly recommend the experience! 
My last two tasks before handing over 
to my successor are to book the 2018 
Doctoral Student Day Conference and 
book the main speaker. I hope to be able to 
make an announcement about these at the 
July conference. Perhaps a challenge I am 
handing over, with all the notes in Dropbox, 
is how to increase the numbers attending 
the Student Day Conference.

Approximately 25% of BIAPT student 
members attend the annual conference, and 
this percentage has remained stable since 
the first conference in 2013. Attendees at 
this year’s conference offered some concrete 
suggestions for slight changes in format, 
and some thoughts about content. We hope 
to be able to increase the attraction of this 
event so that more BIAPT student members 
can take up the opportunity to be part of this 
researching community.

Catherine Sexton, outgoing BIAPT Student 
Representative, May 2017

Regional Groups

BIAPT London / South East
The London BIAPT group is currently 
in abeyance with no activity to report. 
If any BIAPT members are interested in 
meeting up, either regularly or to organise 
occasional or oneoff events, please do 
contact the Committee via admin@biapt.org .

BIAPT North West
The BIAPT North West group has now 
been running for 12 months. We meet 
biannually, and the third meeting is on 
June 10th. The meetings are held on 

Saturdays from 10am– 2pm at Nazarene 
Theological College and about 20 of us 
attend. The group consists of students, 
local pastors and lay people, and lecturers 
in theological education. Of the two 
meetings this academic year, the first 
took as its theme ‘Christian Response to 
Refugees: Theological, Biblical and Artistic 
Reflections.’ Presentations were given by 
Dr Mark Rainey on his recently submitted 
PhD thesis entitled, ‘Time in the Shelter, 
Time on the Street: Refused Asylum 
Seekers and the Tragedy of the Border’; by 
Mi Ja Wi who has just submitted her thesis 
‘What Should We Do?: The Place of the 
Poor and the Rich in Luke’s Gospel’; and 
the work of local artist, Beth Kwant, was 
presented. Beth’s evocative and moving 
work portrayed refugees, standing behind 
empty chairs, waiting to take a seat in our 
society. This work was exhibited in the ‘Be 
Welcome’ exhibition held in Manchester at 
the end of 2016.

At the forthcoming meeting (at the time of 
writing), Alison Woolley will be presenting 
on her thesis ‘Women Choosing Silence: 
Transformational Practices and Relational 
Perspectives’; and Gareth Crispin will 
be presenting on his current research, 
‘Impediments for family ministry in UK 
churches’. The meetings are enriched by 
both the input given and the conversation 
shared – both in the sessions and 
informally over lunch.

All are welcome to the meetings. If you 
would like to be on the mailing list for 
future events please email me at jlunn@
nazarene.ac.uk.

Julie Lunn, June 2017

BIAPT Scotland & Ireland
The BIAPT Scotland and Ireland group has 
not met this year but envisages another 
event taking place, possibly in the spring 
of 2018. If BIAPT members would like to 
be part of this group and/or get involved 
with planning future regional events, please 

email biaptscotlandireland@gmail.com 
or join the conversation on our Facebook 
group, ‘BIAPT Scotland & Ireland’

Practical Theology Journal
Since last summer when I fully took over 
the editorship of the journal I have been 
working hard with authors to publish good 
numbers attractive, readable articles with 
quality, depth and rigour which also fulfil 
our quota of pages from the publisher. 
Comments and feedback on individual 
articles or issues are always welcome.

It was good to inherit some articles which 
tided us over in the transition last year and 
the Sports Chaplaincy themed issue (9.3) 
was also helpful in that regard (though it 
did take quite a long time to get into print). 
With a very full issue in 9.4 we finished the 
year filling 96% of our budget of 416 pages 
(2014 – 75%; 2015 – 63%).

The T&F policy of publishing every article 
online as soon as it has completed copy-
editing has really improved the publication 
time over Maney’s system which required 
all the articles for an issue to be submitted 
at the same time. T&F are developing a 
new online ‘look’ or brand for the journal 
which you should see in action fairly soon. 
We changed Book Reviews editor since 
last year I am really pleased to be working 
with Stephen Roberts now.

We reviewed and refreshed the Editorial 
Board in autumn 2016 and I believe we are 
now really working well together. We have 
27 members, 17 male, 10 female, they are 
based 2 in Europe, 2 Canada, 1 USA, 1 
Africa, 16 England, 2 Australia, 2 Scotland, 
1 Ireland. Some Editorial Board members 
are happy to mentor new authors who have 
potential and need some support.

At the BIAPT conference in 2016 I ran a 
workshop for new authors and this is to 
be repeated with a slightly different focus 
in 2017. Taylor & Francis, our publishers 
are very pleased with progress especially 
in terms of the increasing numbers of full 
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text downloads and they clearly provide an 
economy of scale over Maney in terms of 
marketing reach.

We have published two issues so far in 
2017. First the 2016 Conference Issue on 
the theme “Practical Theology as Spiritual 
Practice” – and then 10.2 a general issue 
with six articles and a ‘soap box’. These 
took us slightly over budget on pages so 
we are well on course to have a 100% fill 
this year. The first issue was a little late 
and the second a little early for technical 
reasons – so perhaps on average not too 
bad!

The next issue will be a themed one from 
the Scotland/Ireland Regional Group with 
five or six articles. Guest Editors are Leah 
Robinson and John Swinton. We have a 
themed issue planned for early 2018 on PT 
responses to secularization. Guest Editor is 
Graeme Smith. Other themed issues are in 
the pipeline for future years.

We have worked on;

n Publishing completed Doctoral 
Dissertation Titles once per year – 
although response has been slow and 
low so this may not fly just yet.

n Publishing a list of Five Outstanding 
Books for Practical Theology in 2016/7 
in consultation with the EB. This is now 
published online and will be in 10–3.

n Creating occasional ‘round table’ 
book reviews which are looked at from 
different perspectives by more than one 
reviewer.

n Author guidelines and referencing 
which need updating

n A collection of 10 articles to be 
published together and taken from the 
last first ten years of Practical Theology 
for our anniversary in 2018. Zoe 
Bennett and I are working on this as 
editors.

The Revd Canon Dr Nigel Rooms, Editor – 
Practical Theology, May 2017

Draft five year strategy for BIAPT, 2017–2022
Sources
n SWOT analyses at BIAPT 2016 conference

n Discussion at November 2016 committee meeting based on SWOT analyses, 
and subsequent committee meetings

n BIAPT constitution

n  Other anecdotal feedback to the committee Aims (from the constitution)

The aims of BIAPT shall be:

n a. to advance teaching, learning and research in pastoral studies and practical theology;

n b. to promote contact and exchange between the various contexts of practical 
theology, education and training;

n c. to organise consultations and events in furtherance of such promotional activity;

n d. to foster international links and activities, especially in collaboration with the 
International Academy of Practical Theology;

n e. to encourage interchange between the worlds of practical theology 
and mission studies, adult education, academic theology, pastoral care, 
counselling, national faith communities and other related activities.

Strategy
To better fulfil the aims of BIAPT in 2017 and beyond, the committee proposes 
setting the following objectives:

n BIAPT will seek to be more intentional about embodying greater diversity of 
traditions and ethnicities, better reflecting the richness of faith communities in 
our nations.

n BIAPT will aim to preserve a high quality conversation in its events that allows 
for a culture of mutual encouragement and mature disagreement.

n BIAPT will endeavour to reflect our increasing diversity through a wider range 
of worship practices.

n BIAPT will continue to uphold and monitor its distinctive combination of 
academic and practitioner membership to ensure that the needs of both are 
being met.

n Recognising the historically lower profile of BIAPT in Ireland, BIAPT will 
investigate ways to develop a stronger presence in Northern Ireland and in the 
Republic of Ireland.

n BIAPT will review its IT systems in terms of its website and social media 
presence, so as to best communicate with its members and its wider 
constituency.

n BIAPT will be increasingly strategic about the use of any accumulated funds 
for supporting and growing the field of Practical Theology.

n BIAPT will explore possibilities for better connecting with the work of practical 
theology associations outside of Britain and Ireland, including the International 
Academy of Practical Theology.

n In recognition of the integration of BIAMS and JATE within the life of BIAPT, 
BIAPT is committed to the on-going inclusion of themes around mission 
studies and adult theological education.

n In response to the expansion of BIAPT in recent years, the Committee will 
review the Association’s legal and charitable status.
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RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS Note 2016 2016 2015

   £ £ £
Income

 Subscriptions 3 11,351.00  11,261.19
 Conference income 7 28,158.05  26,125.00
 Event income  700.00  265.00
 Interest  12.42  21.23
 Total income   40,221.47 37,672.42
Expenditure

 Cost of Practical Theology 4 6,541.50  6,268.50
 Conference costs 7 21,273.57  22,030.99
 Committee expenses  1,228.81  232.10
 Website and database  960.00  489.63
 Publicity    408.54
 Administration 6 1,341.36  1,210.15
 Paypal charges 5 847.30  854.22
 Dissertation prize 8 400.00  400.00
 Conference subsidies 8 300.00  200.00
 Events 8 1,440.49  473.20
 BIAMS costs 9   442.75
 Total expenses   34,741.57 32,601.54
Surplus/(deficit) for the period 3  5,479.90 4,356.32
BANK BALANCE
Bank Balance at 1 January   28,602.86 23,531.98
Surplus/(deficit) for the year 9  15,479.90 5,070.88
Bank balance at 31 December 10  34,082.76 28,602.86
RESERVES
Cash Balance   34,082.76

Less: subscriptions received in advance   152.00

Less: cost of Practical Theology for 2016   7,623.00

TOTAL RESERVES   26,307.76

1 Basis of preparation
 These accounts have been prepared 

on a cash basis, recording receipts and 
payments in the calendar year. For the 
first time this year “reserves” are stated 
taking into account subs received early 
and the payment for Practical Theology 
made in 2017.

2 Banking
 Our Co-Op and Paypal accounts 

continue to run smoothly. BIAPT is 
intending to open a further account 
to accommodate the financing of 
the Professional Doctorate Summer 
School.

3 Subscriptions
 The rates for 2016 were £38 for full 

membership and £25 for concessions. 
Full membership history is:

 2016 215
 2015 212
 2014 192
 2013 204
 2012 184

4 Practical Theology
 The cost per member was £21 in 

2015. In 2016 we paid VAT on part of 
the subscription making the cost per 
member £23.10.

5 Paypal charges
 These are again a significant cost, but 

are now running consistently.

6 Administration
 The various administration and 

computer costs are stable for the 
moment. Subscriptions raised some 
£600 more than the basic running 
costs, plus the cost of Practical 
Theology, but this will not be quite 
sufficient to meet the extra VAT 
element.

British and Irish Association  
for Practical Theology
Accounts for period to 31 December 2016

7 Conference
 The conference continues to be popular 

and successful and made a surplus of 
£6,025 in 2016, aided by exchange rate 
fluctuations in our favour.

8 Development of the profession
 The Committee has been keen for 

some time to support the development 
of the profession, through research 
grants, and supporting initiatives in the 
field of Practical Theology. There have 
been a number of events – covering 
Student conference, Public Theology 
(Chichester), Theological Education, 
Scotland/Ireland meeting, Mission 
studies. The net subsidy for these 
events was £1,140.

9 Reserves and BIAMS
 The reserves include an amount of 

£2,034.15 received from BIAMS.

10 The balances at 31 December 2016 
were £11,536.03 in the current account 
and £22,026.65 in the deposit account, 
with a Paypal balance of £520.08.

 Overall the situation is very healthy. 
The level of reserves means that we 
are not at risk if our conference is less 
popular in some year. Our fixed running 
costs are modest. Plans to increase 
conference subsidies will use some of 
the surplus, and the committee is also 
considering how to support the 25th 
anniversary conference in 2019. We 
can continue to support other events at 
the current level, without any problem 
and could do rather more.

 Mark Bennet, Treasurer
 12 June 2017
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Chair’s Report
This first year of being Chair has been an 
encouraging and exciting one. It has been 
great to receive messages from BIAPT 
members throughout the year, thanking us 
for events like the Student Day Conference, 
or telling us, as one member put it, that 
the Annual Conference ‘is one of the 
highlights of my year’. As you can see 
from the various reports, we are a growing 
association with many new members 
joining, in good financial health and 
engaging in an increasing range of projects 
and activities. I see this as a time of real 
opportunity for BIAPT.

It has been a particular pleasure to work 
with an expanded committee this year 
who have given generously of their time 
with an increased number of committee 
meetings. I want to extend particular thanks 
to Eve West, our Administrator, who has 
a highly detailed knowledge of BIAPT 
processes and procedures that keeps 
the rest of the committee on track. Two 
members of the committee are stepping 
down at this ABM – Professor Stephen 
Pattison and Dr Susy Brouard – and we 
thank them both for their contribution to 
the work of BIAPT. At the same time, we 
are very pleased to welcome Professors 
Anthony Reddie and Elaine Graham onto 
the committee (subject to ABM ratification), 
who I know will bring invaluable experience 
and expertise to our deliberations. As the 
work of BIAPT is expanding, however, we 
will be looking for additional members to 
serve on the committee or on task-focussed 
sub-committees, particularly to assist with 
transitioning our IT systems.

We are now beginning the second year of 

Conference we have introduced chairs 
for all parallel sessions and included 
guidance for chairs that addresses our 
intended ‘culture of mutual encouragement 
and mature disagreement’. In relation to 
practical theology associations outside of 
Britain and Ireland, the Chair and Vice-chair 
met with the President of the Association of 
Practical Theology (APT) in November 2017 
to discuss potential links between BIAPT 
and APT. Our Vice-chair attended the APT 
Conference in Easter 2018 to further this 
connection.

One of the most pressing matters in the 
strategic plan is that of our IT systems. Our 
webmaster for the past seven years, Brian 
Davis, has gone above and beyond the call 
of duty in his work for BIAPT. I have been 
amazed at the clever things that lie behind 
the seemingly simple website and very 
grateful for all the great work that Brian has 
done. Brian is now stepping down from this 
role at the end of 2018 and our web hosting 
company are discontinuing their service in 
March 2019. This means we need to act 
fairly swiftly in finding a web developer and 
host. To this end, I am looking to set up an 
IT sub-committee directly after conference 
to take on this task.

Another significant objective has been to 
review BIAPT’s legal and charitable status. 
The Committee have done this by looking 
into the benefits of BIAPT becoming a 
charity, which are considerable. Many 
thanks are due to committee member, 
Owen Griffiths, who has led on this 
process. After extended discussion by 
the Committee, we are making a proposal 
to the BIAPT membership that we apply 
to the Charity Commission to become 
a charity. All BIAPT members will have 
recently received an email outlining the 
benefits of so doing, as well as a copy of 
our draft constitution (closely modelled on 
the Charity Commission’s exemplar) (see 
also the BIAPT website Constitution page).

Regarding the use of accumulated funds, 

our Five Year Strategy for BIAPT (2017–
2022), included in your ABM Information 
Booklet. It is called a five year strategy 
for a reason, as we recognise that many 
of these objectives will take time to 
accomplish. Two key objectives relate to 
the diversity of BIAPT, something that our 
past Chair, Dr Clare Watkins, addressed 
in last year’s report. I echo her comments 
by saying that this is a long-term process 
with no easy fixes if we genuinely want to 
become more diverse. Diversity, of course, 
has many dimensions, including country, 
ethnicity, gender, sexuality, and disability, 
as well as different denominational, 
theological and religious traditions. We 
tried to hold a ‘listening lunch’ in Autumn 
2017 but this did not attract enough 
interest, which has led us to reconsider our 
strategy. Rather than expecting potential 
members to come to us, we thought it 
better that BIAPT should go to where they 
are. The Committee have started doing 
just that, through formal and informal 
conversations with other organisations and 
individuals. In particular, we think that our 
BIAPT Local Groups should be an effective 
way of engaging with a more diverse range 
of practical theologians. As mentioned in 
the Local Groups report, this is an area of 
BIAPT activity we are looking to develop 
further. In addition, I anticipate that our 
two new committee members, Anthony 
and Elaine, will aid us and challenge us 
on matters of ethnic diversity and what 
practical theology in multi-faith contexts 
might look like.

Continuing with the Strategic Plan, steps 
have been taken to preserve and hopefully 
enhance the high-quality conversation 
we expect of BIAPT events. At this year’s 

we have introduced a greatly reduced 
concessionary rate for Conference this year 
and are looking to subsidise the extended 
2019 Anniversary Conference to make it 
affordable for members. For supporting 
and growing the field of practical theology, 
we have grants available for suitable 
projects, whether they arise from Special 
Interest Groups, Local Groups or small 
scale innovative projects. Take up has been 
limited so far, so we need to disseminate 
this opportunity more widely.

Of course, it’s not all strategic plans and 
objectives. The normal business of BIAPT 
goes on. Highlights from this year include 
the 10th anniversary article collection 
of Practical Theology which I am very 
pleased to hear is now being released 
in book form. It has also been good to 
see the incorporation of the Journal of 
Adult Theological Education into Practical 
Theology. In December 2017, I joined 
the TRS-UK committee as the BIAPT 
representative, so that BIAPT might have 
a voice in this national forum for those 
teaching and researching in Theology and 
Religious Studies. Most exciting of all 
(perhaps) is that we have a new logo! The 
Committee has spent considerable time 
interpreting its meaning already – I think 
there will need to be a prize for the best 
exegesis.

Next year promises to be an extra special 
conference as we celebrate our 25th 
anniversary at Liverpool Hope University, 
reflecting on the past, present and future of 
British and Irish practical theology. For this 
extended conference, do take advantage 
of the advance booking facility which 
will be available on the BIAPT website in 
early Autumn 2018. In the meantime, do 
consider joining a BIAPT Local Group or a 
Special Interest Group. And have a great 
conference!

Dr Andrew Rogers, Chair of BIAPT,  
June 2018

2018 Reports  
circulated in advance 
of the 2018 ABM 
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RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS Note 2017 2017 2016

   £ £ £
Income

 Subscriptions 3 12,232.59  11,351.00
 Conference income 7 34,899.42  28,158.05
 Event income  486.00  700.00
 Summer School 2017 and 2018  21,549.05
 Interest  743  12.42

 Total income  69,174.49  40,221.47

Expenditure

 Cost of Practical Theology 4 7,623.00  6,541.50
 Conference costs 7 31,470.64  21,273.57
 Summer school 2017 and 2018  16,511.60
 Committee expenses  3,053.96  1,228.81
 Website and database  586.77  960.00
 Publicity    408.54
 Administration 6 1,190.42  1,341.36
 Paypal charges 5 1,085.88  847.30
 Dissertation prize 8 400.00  400.00
 Conference subsidies 8   300.00
 Events 8 1,037.10  1,440.49

 Total expenses  62,949.37  34,741.57

Surplus/(deficit) for the period 3 6,215.12  5,479.90

BANK BALANCE
Bank Balance at 1 January  34,082.76  28,602.86
Surplus/(deficit) for the year 9 6,215.12  5,479.90
Bank balance at 31 December 10 40,297.88  34,082.76
RESERVES
Cash Balance  40,297.88  34,082.76
Less: subscriptions received in advance  (240.00)  (152.00)

Less: cost of Practical Theology for 2017 (est)  (8,662.50)  (7,623.00)

Plus conference deposit paid in advance  3,075.00

TOTAL RESERVES  34,470.38  26,307.76

1 Basis of preparation

 These accounts have been prepared 
on a cash basis, recording receipts 
and payments in the calendar year. 
Reserves are stated taking into account 
subs received early and the payment 
for Practical Theology made in 2018.

2 Banking

 Our Co-Op and Paypal accounts 
continue to run smoothly. BIAPT is 
intending to  
open a further account to 
accommodate the financing of the 
Professional Doctorate Summer 
School.

3 Subscriptions

 The rates for 2016 were £38 for full 
membership and £25 for concessions. 
The number of full members over 
recent years has been:

 2017 233 2016 215

 2015 212 2014 192

 2013 204 2012 184

4 Practical Theology

 The cost per member was £23.10 in 
2016 and 2017.

5 Paypal charges

 These are again a significant cost, but 
are now running consistently.

6 Administration

 The various administration and 
computer costs are stable for the 
moment. Subscriptions raised some 
£600 more than the basic running 
costs, plus the cost of Practical 
Theology, but this will not be quite 
sufficient to meet the extra VAT 
element.

British and Irish Association  
for Practical Theology
Draft accounts for year to 31 December 2017

7 Conference

 The conference continues to be popular 
and successful and made a surplus of 
£6,025 in 2016, aided by exchange rate 
fluctuations in our favour.

8 Development of the profession

 The Committee has been keen for 
some time to support the development 
of the profession, through research 
grants, and supporting initiatives in the 
field of Practical Theology. There have 
been a number of events – covering 
Student conference, Public Theology 
(Chichester), Theological Education 
, Scotland/Ireland meeting, Mission 
studies. The net subsidy for these 
events was £1,140.

 BIAPT has opened a bank account to 
facilitate the running of the doctoral 
summer school which follows on from 
the conference. In 2017 and 2018 
money for the summer school has been 
passed through the main bank account.

9 Reserves

 The reserves include an amount of 
£2,034.15 received from BIAMS. They 
also include £5,037.45 relating to the 
doctoral summer school.

10 The balances at 31 December 2017 
were £16,949.03 in the current account 
and £22,034.08 in the deposit account, 
with a Paypal balance of £1,314.77.

 Overall the situation is healthy. The 
level of reserves means that we are 
not at risk if our conference is less 
popular in some year. Our fixed running 
costs are modest. Plans to increase 
conference subsidies will use some 
of the surplus, as will the support 
the committee is giving to the 25th 
anniversary conference in 2019.

 Mark Bennet, Treasurer
 11 June 2018
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Membership Report
BIAPT is a growing organisation. Paid-up 
membership for 2018 currently (11.6.18) 
stands at 331, just nudging past this time last 
year when we were excited by reaching the 
2016 end-of-year total membership just 5 
months into 2017. By the end of 2017, BIAPT 
had 375 members, around a 10% increase 
on the previous year. A delve through the 
archives shows that 10 years ago, in 2008, 
end of year membership stood at 163. There 
have been 40 new BIAPT members since 
January and so, with the chance of a few late 
renewals and the likelihood of new members 
joining at the start of the UK academic year 
from September, the membership is looking 
very healthy.

The new GDPR legislation means that we 
will no longer hold onto the data for Lapsed 
members after 2 years of non-renewal 
unless they have opted-in to remain on 
the database/mailing list. Though we have 
a faithful core of long-time members (75 
current members who have been members 
since 2009 or before – those on the system 
before we moved to online joining), BIAPT 
has frequently seen one-time members 
returning to their membership after a 
break, often when a year’s conference 
theme piques their personal or professional 
interest. In the past, they would renew their 
membership, returning to their existing 
membership number, but from now on 
such individuals will need to join as  
new members. 

Some work done earlier this year by Jason 
Boyd, committee member for Membership 
Liaison, sought to find out some reasons 
why this group had let their membership 
lapse. Many gave the reasons we had 
expected: students reaching the ends 
of their courses, moving field or focus 
professionally, retirement and financial 
constraints. A couple of responses raised 

Special Interest Groups

Bible
The Bible and Practical Theology group 
is currently only meeting at conference, 
but we are open to ideas for other events 
during the year.

Dr Andrew Rogers, Bible SIG Convenor

Public Theology
There has been no meeting of this group 
since Conference 2017.

Chaplaincy
This group is currently in abeyance with no 
activity to report. If any BIAPT members are 
interested in meeting up, either regularly or 
to organise occasional or one-off events, 
please do contact the Committee via 
admin@biapt.org

Mission Studies
We have continued to create an annual day 
conference and this year we invited Elaine 
Heath, the Dean at Duke University to lead 
a day on Missional Spirituality in May. We 
had around 40 people present and a further 
six short papers exploring that or related 
themes. A rich day ensued which means 
we have over seventy people who have 
some interest in the group. We are now 
planning for next year’s event. 

In a new departure, and in an attempt to 
think through the future of the study of 
Christian mission nationally, and some 
years after the demise of the full Mission 
Studies Association, we called together 
a small group of interested people for a 
‘Dreamspace’ event following the day 
conference. Out of this time emerged an 
embryonic “Mission Research Network UK” 
as we decided to call it – in the absence 
of a more creative name! We wish this 
network to remain under BIAPT for the time 

individuals’ concerns about the breadth 
of theology represented and a perceived 
academic rather than practitioner 
focus. However, there was a pleasingly 
positive response with a number of 
membership renewals in response to the 
communication.

BIAPT members come from many varied 
contexts and walks of life. Our international 
membership is growing: as well as 
British and Irish members we currently 
have members in Australia, Bahrain, 
Canada, Hong Kong, the Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Singapore, South Africa, 
South Korea, Uganda and the USA. 
There are some common denominators: 
many are ordained, and/or serving in 
a pastoral capacity; many are involved 
in the academic world, as students 
(steadily representing around 1/3rd of the 
membership) or teachers; all are united in 
their commitment to the field of practical 
theology. The delegates at this year’s 
Annual Conference make up around a third 
of the current membership. 

Heartfelt thanks are due to Brian Davis, the 
BIAPT webmaster, who has so efficiently 
supported me, the committee and the 
membership for many years, and who has 
sadly announced his retirement from the 
role at the end of the year. His introduction 
and annual development of online systems 
for joining and renewing, booking and 
submitting papers for conference, and 
mailing lists for the journal distribution, 
have all significantly facilitated the 
administrative work of the organisation. 
As we look to refresh and develop BIAPT’s 
website and online presence, we will seek 
to conserve the clarity and reliability he 
provided.

Eve West, BIAPT Administrator,  
June 2018

 

being since it is very new and fragile. We 
made plans to further reflect and connect 
in the field and reconvene later in the 
year to continue the development of the 
Network. If anyone is interested in learning 
about this we can say some more at the 
Mission Studies SIG time on Thursday. We 
are also pleased to see at least one paper 
on the programme for the 2018 conference 
specifically in the field of mission studies. 

The Revd Canon Dr Nigel Rooms, Mission 
Studies SIG Convenor

Theological Educators – no report 
received

Doctoral Students
In April, 22 students met at Queen’s 
Theological College, Birmingham for 
the Student Day Conference. The day 
began with a presentation by Dr Zoë 
Bennett, from the Cambridge Theological 
Federation, whose input was entitled 
“Don’t get it right, get it written!’ She gave 
an overview of the essential elements 
required for doctoral writing, drawing 
upon her own experience as an academic 
tutor and reflecting on the insight offered 
by John Ruskin when he wrote that ‘”the 
greatest thing a human soul ever does in 
this world is to see something, and tell 
what it saw in a plain way.” Her entertaining 
and engaging talk was interactional, 
offering students an opportunity to reflect 
practically and then share on their own 
experiences of writing.  Using art and 
music as analogies, we were invited 
to consider the balance of accuracy, 
imagination, and inspiration within our 
study, recognising the rudimental role 
reading and reflection can play as we 
endeavour to ‘harness our passion’ through 
words. She emphasised how attention to 
the ‘big picture’ enables us to live with 
the messiness of evolving work, and that 
consideration of the technical details of 
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correct punctuation, grammar, paragraph 
and sentences keeps us on track.

Dr Zoë generously then made herself 
available for the first part of the afternoon 
to meet students on a 1:1 to discuss 
any particular aspects of their own work. 
Alongside this ten students, at differing 
stages of research and study, presented 
work-in-progress academic papers, which 
covered a broad range of theological 
frameworks and reflections for Practical 
Theology such as ethnicity, gender, 
embodiment, spirituality in the workplace, 
evangelisation, addiction-recovery 
programmes, occupational therapy. 
The papers, which were of a noticeably 
high standard, were well received and 
therefore gave arise to fruitful debate and 
consideration. Thus the sessions also 
offered five other delegates an opportunity 
to chair the presentations and subsequent 
discussions. These opportunities to 
contribute to the conference, by presenting 
or chairing, were clearly identified by the 
participants as a valuable and constructive 
learning experience. 

Another essential and resourceful element 
of the day, highlighted in the participants’ 
evaluation, was the opportunity to engage 
and dialogue with other students through 
the networking that occurred over lunch 
and breaks. The delegates were from ten 
different academic institutes, with the 
Universities of Chester, Winchester and 
Anglia Ruskin particularly well-represented. 
The overall feedback from the day was very 
positive, with the students expressing an 
appreciation for the practical and helpful 
input from Dr Zoë to whom we offer a 
big thank you, as well as to those who 
presented papers and chaired sessions, 
indeed to all who attended. The success of 
the day is in no small way due to students 
being willing to present work-in-progress 
papers so, if you work alongside, or are 
a student, do encourage others to come 
along and present next year. 

The 2019 Doctoral Student Day 

BIAPT North West
The North West BIAPT local group will 
have met twice by the time we meet 
for conference.  In November we had 
presentations on the ethical implications of 
synthesised touch, by Andrew Graystone, 
and on practical wisdom and older 
pilgrims by Graham Hawley.  On Saturday 
16th June we hold our summer meeting 
and the theme for this event is Christian 
Theological Education.  We have two 
presenters, Dr Peter Rae, whose title is 
‘Mapping the Landscape of Theological 
Education in the UK’, and Dr Mark Maddix, 
presenting on ‘Embracing Postcolonialism: 
the future of Christian Education’.

The meetings continue to be well attended, 
and offer opportunity for listening, discussion 
and sharing of research interests.  We also 
share lunch together and build relationships 
through informal conversation.  All are 
welcome to attend.  If you would like to 
be added to the mailing list to receive 
information about future events, please email 
me: jlunn@nazarene.ac.uk.

Practical Theology Journal
2017 was the first full year in post for the 
renewed Editorial Board and we have 
added more international members from 
Ireland, Kenya and Hong Kong since then. 

We finished 2017 fulfilling 100.5% of our 
budget of 416 pages (2014 – 75%; 2015 – 
63%; 2016 – 96%). 25 full articles and one 
soap box were published. The locations 
of author or subject were; Asia 1; Australia 
2; N. America 3; Europe; 1; England 8; 
Scotland 6; Ireland; 5. 

In the published articles we had a good 
balance of academic and practitioner 
perspectives with a wide range of subjects 
and research methodologies. 

We have also implemented in the journal;

Conference will be at Queen’s again on 
Saturday 4th May, 2 weeks after Easter. 
We have already booked Professor Elaine 
Graham as the key note speaker, who 
will be offering insight and reflection from 
the newly published book Invitation to 
Research in Practical Theology which 
she co-authored with Dr Zoë Bennett, 
Professor Stephen Pattison, and Professor 
Heather Walton.  It will be an invaluable 
and instructive experience so book early to 
ensure a place.

Monica McArdle, BIAPT Student 
Representative, June 2018

Local Groups
During the past year, the North West local 
group has been the only active BIAPT local 
group. Nevertheless, over that period it has 
continued to flourish and has hosted two 
one day conferences. These considered 
topics as diverse as “sex with robots”, 
“practical wisdom and older pilgrims” and 
theological education. In spite of their 
current scarcity the local groups are seen 
to be important to BIAPT implementing 
its five-year strategy. The opportunities 
they afford to further explore and discuss 
practical theology and to build relationships 
mean that they have a role to play in BIAPT 
achieving its aims and objectives for 2017– 
2022. Growing the number of local groups 
is, therefore, an important goal for the 
coming twelve months. With this in mind, 
planning is underway to establish a West 
Midlands local group and to re-establish 
the London local group.  Details about 
who to contact if you wish to know more 
about any of these groups are on the local 
groups page of the BIAPT website. If you 
are interested in establishing a local group 
in your area I would love to hear about your 
plans and discuss what assistance BIAPT 
can give.

Owen Griffiths, Local Groups Co-ordinator

n The first ‘round table’ book review 
(10–03) which elicited a response from 
the author in the next issue (10–04) – 
thanks Stephen!

n Longer (2k words) and shorter (‘mini’ 
500 word) book reviews (starting in 11–01)

n Five Outstanding books for Practical 
Theology (10–03)

n Publishing completed Doctoral 
Dissertation Titles (10–04) 

n Revising the comprehensive author 
guidelines for writing papers 

n Negotiating a fifth issue per year to 
focus on adult theological education 

A large increase in full-text downloads 
and an increased number of submissions 
shows that we are developing a strong 
journal with a growing national and 
international reputation. 

We have also published a collection of ten 
articles with introductions from the first 
ten years of the new journal to celebrate 
our 10th birthday year – each article is 
available for free download on the Journal 
website. This work will also eventually be 
available as a printed book. 

In 2018 we already have the 2017 
Conference Issue and a further issue 
collecting different themes together. The 
themed issue on PT and the secular/post-
secular is almost ready as I write. This will 
be followed by the new Adult Theological 
Education issue and further general issue to 
complete this year’s five issues altogether. 

I would continue to encourage all BIAPT 
members to consider writing for us, 
however daunting a prospect this might 
at first seem. We have good support 
mechanisms in place for new authors and 
I would hope the experience of those who 
put fingers to keyboard for us is always a 
positive one. 

The Revd Canon Dr Nigel Rooms, Editor of 
Practical Theology, June 2018
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Five Year Strategy for BIAPT, 2017–2022
Aims (from the existing constitution)
The aims of BIAPT shall be:
a. to advance teaching, learning and research in pastoral studies and practical 

theology;

b. to promote contact and exchange between the various contexts of practical 
theology, education and training;

c. to organise consultations and events in furtherance of such promotional activity;

d. to foster international links and activities, especially in collaboration with the 
International Academy of Practical Theology;

e. to encourage interchange between the worlds of practical theology and 
mission studies, adult education, academic theology, pastoral care, 
counselling, national faith communities and other related activities.

NB: BIAPT is looking at becoming a charity in 2019 which means the constitution 
will be changing. The objects of the charity, however, will be very similar to those 
above. For further details, see the Constitution page on the BIAPT website.

Strategy
To better fulfil the aims of BIAPT in 2017 and beyond, the committee proposes 
setting the following objectives:

n BIAPT will be more intentional about increasing the diversity of its  
membership, particularly from underrepresented ethnicities and a broader 
range of Christian traditions.

n BIAPT seeks active engagement with a wider range of conversation 
partners, including professional and other associations, and people of non-
Christian religions or no religion.

n BIAPT will aim to preserve a high quality conversation in its events that 
allows for a culture of mutual encouragement and mature disagreement.

n BIAPT will endeavour to reflect our increasing diversity through a wider 
range of worship practices.

n BIAPT will continue to uphold and monitor its distinctive combination of 
academic and practitioner membership to ensure that the needs of both are 
being met.

n Recognising the historically lower profile of BIAPT in Ireland, BIAPT will 
investigate ways to develop a stronger presence in Northern Ireland and in 
the Republic of Ireland.

n BIAPT will review its IT systems in terms of its website and social media 
presence, so as to best communicate with its members and its wider 
constituency.

n BIAPT will be increasingly strategic about the use of any accumulated funds 
for supporting and growing the field of Practical Theology.

n BIAPT will explore possibilities for better connecting with the work of 
practical theology associations outside of Britain and Ireland.

n In recognition of the integration of BIAMS and JATE within the life of BIAPT, 
BIAPT is committed to the on-going inclusion of themes around mission 
studies and adult theological education.

n In response to the expansion of BIAPT in recent years, the Committee will 
review the Association’s legal and charitable status.

Updated February 2018 (items 1 and 2, in response to ABM discussion)

Updated June 2018 (constitution proviso and item 9, in response to draft charity Constitution discussion)
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