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DAY CONFERENCE  

 
Thursday 21st May 2020  

10.00am for 10.30am until 4pm  
 

Christianity Rediscovered? Re-imagining the gospel in our contemporary shame culture 
 

Missiologists have long established that Gospel and Culture are deeply intertwined and connected. The 
foundations of our own Western culture are changing from a morality based on guilt to one where shame is 
ubiquitous – we could reference the research of Brené Brown and others here. Many of us came to faith on 
a message of ‘I feel guilty and need forgiveness’.  This individualized ‘gospel message’ was based on an 
assumed moral compass that was a remnant of modernity and Christendom.  It is not adequate for the 
culture we now face. Trevor Withers and Andrea Campanale, as theologically reflective practitioners will 
lead our thinking on how this change has come about, how we might address it missiologically and what 
practical outcomes might emerge in ‘shame resilient’ Christian communities.    

 
Trevor leads the leadership team of Network Church in St Albans and Harpenden which is part of 
the Pioneer group of churches. Trevor studied church planting and evangelism at Spurgeon’s 
College and is currently researching how the gospel message can be communicated to connect 
more readily with our emerging culture. 
 
Andrea works for the Church Mission Society as their Pioneer 
Network Developer and is a recognised Lay Worker in the Church 
of England.  The missional community that she created out of her 
mission work to spiritual seekers, Sacred Space Kingston, is soon 
to be granted a Bishops Mission Order by the Diocese of 
Southwark. 

 
  

   
Call for papers on the conference theme of faith & culture: In the afternoon of our time together there will be an 
opportunity for delegates to share their own practice or research in the general subject area of the day (staying with 
faith/gospel and culture and perhaps ranging more widely than shame). Short proposals should be sent to Nigel 
Rooms, Convenor of the BIAPT Mission Studies SIG at nigel.rooms@churchmissionsociety.org by 6th March 2020 
(decision on acceptance by 13.3.20). 
 
The cost of the day is £30 (cash on the day please – receipts will be available) which will include refreshments at the 
start and end of the day and a hot lunch. There is an opportunity for a few delegates to stay overnight at the 
Queen’s Foundation before or after the conference (from £33.50 for B&B). Please contact hospitality@queens.ac.uk 
for a price and booking.  
 
It is essential to book your place on the day as there limited numbers. To do so please send your booking email to 
Eve West, admin@biapt.org  with any dietary and access requirements you may have.   
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