
BIAPT Mission Studies Special Interest Group: 2020 - 2021 Report 

We responded like all other BIAPT activities to the pandemic by going online. We have also 
transitioned the mailing list to the missionstudies@gmail.com account and now have over seventy 
contacts once again, not all of whom are BIAPT members.  

In 2020 we ran one two-hour online session at the conference on the 16th July where we aired two 
papers: 

1. Christianity Rediscovered? Re-imagining the gospel in our contemporary shame culture with 
Trevor Withers and Andrea Campanale. 

2. The Pedagogy of Evangelism: rethinking communication of faith in contemporary culture 
with James Butler. 

In 2021 the subject for the Annual “day” conference, which was again foreshortened online on 26th 
May, was “Mission, Race and Colonialism.” It consisted of a roundtable discussion with input from 
The Revd Shemil Mathew, Eleasah Phoenix Louis and Revd Canon Lusa Nsenga-Ngoy. We ran this in 
partnership with Churches Together in England (CTE). Thanks go to Ben Aldous of CTE, Israel 
Olofinjana and Cathy Ross for putting the day together.  

The BIAPT Mission Studies SIG has also given birth to the Mission Research Network UK which is 
tasked with “Creating a robust, vibrant, critical and independent mission research community in UK to 
resource God’s Church in mission”. This network is also connected via Ben Aldous into CTE and we 
created a new MA dissertation prize which was awarded for the first time in May 2021 from a very 
healthy field of entries, see: 
https://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/355581/Home/Resources/Mission/MA_Mission_Prize/MA_Mission
_Prize.aspx  
The prize winner goes forward to publish a version of their work in the journal Ecclesial Futures: 
https://wipfandstock.com/search-results/?series=ecclesial-futures  
 
We also ran three separate events for doctoral students in mission studies which were variously 
research seminars / colloquia / peer reflection and conversation forums. These have been very well 
received and addressed the particular concerns of doctoral students in the field. We hope to 
continue these regularly from now on.  

This group also continues to connect with European and Worldwide networks in Mission Studies.  

Everyone with an interest is welcome to our sessions at the conference.  
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