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Power and the Common Good

Call for Workshops

All around the world, from diverse local and national contexts to large-scale international conflicts, we see
power being exercised in troubling ways, from exclusionary populist politics to military aggression. Equally,
there are examples of power being exercised for good by a whole range of actors, both individual and
collective. Whether at the local level or on a global stage, we may ask who has what sort of power and how
it is being used? And if we want to analyse power in relation to a shared vision of the common good, how
might we negotiate that in an increasingly divided and polarised world? As theologians, how do
considerations of God’s power inform our ideas about its nature and use?

This year’s BIAPT conference is an opportunity to bring the wide-ranging resources of practical theology to
bear on these important questions of public and political significance. It also gives us a chance to reflect
on how practical theology is shaped by power dynamics, how methodologies that pay attention to lived
experience can both critique and exercise power, and how our discipline can contribute to the common
good in a world of powerful and divisive forces.

Topics might include:

the exercise of power in / by faith communities;

the contribution of faith communities to the common good;

specific situations in which practical theology is used to critique power;
the power dynamics of research methodologies;

public and political theologies of power and the common good;

the use of the Bible or other scriptures as a source of power;
questions of intersectionality in relation to community;

relationships between diversity and power;

environmental understandings of the common good.

Please note: A workshop is not simply a long paper! A workshop should involve participants
in active engagement, sharing and learning. This can take any number of forms, for example
through guided exercises (writing, drawing, meditation or reflective exercises), through discussion
and small group work, and so on.

Workshops can be 40 minutes or 80 minutes duration (please specify).

We welcome 200 — 300 word abstracts for workshops. Please:

e make clear how you intend to involve participants in the workshop, and what the
outcome of the workshop will be;

e let us know if you require any particular equipment or type of space;
e state minimum and maximum number of participants to make the workshop viable;

e submit your abstract as a word document and include your name, institution, title of
workshop and email address, and a brief autobiographical sketch of the workshop
leader(s);



e email your proposal to workshops@biapt.org

The conference is committed to ensuring an inclusive environment for discussion and the
dissemination of work.

All proposals are reviewed blind and independently by members of the board of trustees. Strong
submissions will:

include a clear indication of what attendees can expect from the session;

e clearly reflect the theme of the conference;

e be informed by theological (and interdisciplinary) scholarship;

e be shaped by practical theological methodology and / or practice.

If you have any queries about this process please contact the Chair, Stephen Roberts, on
chair@biapt.org.

Deadline for submission: 7 March 2026, 17:00 GMT. Notification by 7 April.
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