Title: The Power of Attention

Abstract:

This presentation will explore possible contours of a political theology of attention, with
a focus on the importance of attending to power. Drawing on Catholic social thought,
ethnographic research, and philosophies of attention, | will suggest that understanding
the common good requires grasping the interdependence of love and justice and
cultivating the common good requires embodying the interdependence of activism and
receptivity. Both of these, in turn, require attention to power. Attending to power holds
love and justice together through solidarity, and holds receptivity and activism together
through responsiveness. Such a political theology of attention has implications not only
for social action, but for theological methods and pedagogies.



