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Abstract:  

We often hear people demand that politicians do X 'for the good of the country.' Sometimes 
it's a variation that's voiced as 'it's the will of the people'. There are permutations calling for 
the cessation of particular policies 'because this is a Christian country' or 'it's common 
sense'. None of these justifications express the tradition of the common good. It seems like 
calls for the common good are, in many quarters, being drowned out.  

Rather than simply make another, perhaps nostalgic, appeal to the common good, I want 
to ask where is the power in the common good? There's a double-meaning in my question: 
(i) who exercises (or claims to exercise) power within the common good, and (ii) what 
transformation energy (or value) is there in the common good.  

We can usefully consider what sort of power is in mind, and how such power might be 
flowing through intersectional relations as subversion. In other words, the common good 
might best be understood as a form (or power) of resistance to the prevailing direction of 
travel. 

To make this argument more concrete I will use contemporary surveillance systems as an 
example. Using the notion of cruciform surveillance (otherwise known as surveillance from 
the Cross), I will explore a particularly Christian shape to the subversive power of the 
common good. This gives a social justice lens through which we can appreciate the 
disproportionate and unjust targeting of minority groups (for example asylum seekers and 
people on welfare benefits). 

 


