Liberating Christianity from the captivity of the far-right’s claim:
Sanctuary, the common good, and the power of the subaltern voice.

This keynote presentation is rooted in practice, offering a decolonial theological interrogation of
the common good from the subaltern perspective of the margins and the migrants. | was
speaking at a Stand Up to Racism Unity Rally against fascism in our local borough in Stockport,
where we have affirmed our unity as a nation of sanctuary, welcoming people seeking asylum
and refuge. Some far-right extremists had also gathered as a ‘Christian crusade’ to counter and
disturb our unity rally. They demonised refugees, spitting venom against the ‘other’, including
migrants, Muslims and those on the margins, for benefitting in the UK at the expense of tax-
payers. Can one hate the other in the name of Christianity? Isn’t it contrary to the very values of
Jesus’ Kingdom of God? Whose is Christianity? What is the role and relevance of Christianity that
| have experienced from my Dalit theological context which is about radical flourishing of all of
God’s creation, where justice, peace and love are nurtured, in today’s Britian?

‘Christianity’ can’t be monopolised by these ideologies, held captive by the far right’s claims. As
an (im)migrant living in the UK, having been intimidated by the far-right, having been ‘othered’
because of my colour, ethnicity, accent and migration, the context demands me to engage in a
theological interrogation of the far-right from a decolonial perspective, aiming towards a
Christianity where British values of mutual respect, dignity, and equality of all are affirmed and
celebrated. Building on existing work in this area, | offer a decolonial theological perspective to
the conference theme. The common good of 21 century post-secular British society needs a
theology of Sanctuary, resisting the growing xenophobia that ‘we are an island of strangers,’
where home, hope and hospitality transcend barriers of power and prejudice.



