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Bio

Speaker: Revd Dr David Kirk Beedon

David is a retired Anglican parish priest who served in Lichfield diocese (1989
- 2012) before becoming a prison chaplain (2012 - 2021), firstly at HMP Ranby
(Nottinghamshire) and finally at HMP Stafford (Staffordshire). During his time
with (what was then) Her Majesty’s Prison Service he undertook a
professional doctorate at the University of Birmingham (2013 - 2020) [Click
Here for Hope Deferred, Humanity Diminished?. An ethnographic enquiry into
the improvement of pastoral care offered to those serving an indeterminate
sentence of Imprisonment for Public Protection (IPP)].

His general research interest remains with matters of prison reform and penal
pastoral care. He is especially focused on issues arising from an
indeterminate sentence (IPP) that currently incarcerates over 2,500 people in
England and Wales, although abolished in 2012. He is married to Julie and
both are active in the campaign to challenge the ongoing cruelties and
injustices of the Imprisonment for Public Protection sentence. In 2022 his book
Pastoral Care for the Incarcerated expanded upon his thesis and more
broadly critiques theologically the rationale and practices of modern mass
incarceration (published by Palgrave-Macmillan) [Click Here] .


https://etheses.bham.ac.uk/id/eprint/10548/1/Beedon2020DPT_Redacted.pdf
https://etheses.bham.ac.uk/id/eprint/10548/1/Beedon2020DPT_Redacted.pdf
https://bit.ly/4l8try2

Keynote Talks

(Trigger warnings for trauma, self-harm and suicide. Whilst not the primary
subjects of the presentations, these topics will be referenced.)

1. Penal Power and the Common Good
Reflections on a research journey through spaces of incarceration

Using the lens of the BIAPT 2026 conference theme (Power and the
Common Good), this keynote will offer an example (not a template!) of a
context-based and practice-focussed research journey that was
undertaken in challenging institutional circumstances and amongst a
vulnerable participant group. It will be an opportunity for me to share
some ‘researcher lessons learned’, both good and bad.

2. Pastorally Dwelling in Lands of Lament
Seeking hopeful practices for desperate times and places

Subsequent to the formal ending of my initial research (with the
submission of my thesis and publishing of my book) I felt there were still
a few unresolved theological loose ends that had ongoing implications
for pastoral practice. A major one, | felt, was the nature of hope that
pastoral care might offer to truly desperate folk. What is the substance
of hope where there is no redress to injustice and inhumanity has
become normalised? This is a question for our times whose scope is
beyond just carceral space. This keynote will bring Judaeo-Christian
scriptural reflections on lament experiences (Psalms, Lamentations,
The Exile and Holy Saturday) into conversation with the limbo
experience of the IPP sentence. By extension, thought will be given to
resonances of ‘hope in lament’ for fields of contemporary pastoral
practice and politics. It is hoped Summer School participants will join me
in reflectively shaping this latter element.
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